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FIVE AND THREE 
 

Lachlan Davidson 

Duration: 4’35”             Level: 3 
 

Program Notes:  

Reminiscent of Dave Brubeck’s “Take Five,” Five and Three is all about the groove. An opening melody, first heard in the trombones and soon 

passed to trumpets and saxophones, floats easily over the five-four groove as this work sets out. Moving to a three-feel in the bridge, the work 

moves onto a sort of shout section trading with various soloists playing four bars each. With a piano breakdown following, alto saxophone and 

trombone counter melodies leading back to the bridge, a false ending and a nice last chord. Try to keep this tune out of your head if you can but 

the groove will stay with you for sure. 

   

Performance Notes: 

Five and Three should feel steady and smooth but still punchy. Keep the bass, drums and percussion simple, staying close to what’s written but 

with license to interpret the groove and bring your personality to it. The transition to the 3/4 should be seamless and everybody must be ready for 

it, or it will catch you out. The simple melodies are mostly unison and should be light but rhythmic. From [61], enjoy the surging dynamics but be 

sure to keep the rhythm section under the soloists who may choose to play the written solos or improvise. The pianist may omit the four bars at 61 

and similar passages as the brass have it covered. The breakdown at [101] after the drum fills is a nice relief from the insistence of the groove to 

that point but it does lengthen the chart. A direct cut from [101] – [133] can shorten it if desired, or if the solo section freaks out the pianist, the 

alto player or the trombonist. Keep the groove bubbling towards the end, even with a hint of extra pep and enjoy the few claps you’ll get at [165] 

before the true ending. Feel free to use the optionally written or improvised solos. 

 

About the Composer: 

Taking up the alto saxophone aged twelve, Lachlan went on to graduate with distinction from The Victorian College of the Arts in 1983. Performing 

solos five times with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, he performs with The Australian Art Orchestra and the Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra, 

and in many television (Dancing with the stars/Australia-all 15 seasons) and concert performances (Frank Sinatra, Stevie Wonder, John Farnham, 

George Benson), also on many CD's and films. He was chief arranger for "Dancing with the Stars" and orchestrates for Big-bands and Orchestras 

etc. (MSO, SSO, film, T.V. and many schools). 

 

He currently works at Caulfield Grammar School in the jazz department and as resident composer/arranger, teaching saxophone and composition 

at Monash University and directing the Monash University Saxophone Big Band (Saxband). His published compositions include music for big-

band, solo saxophone and other woodwinds, saxophone quartet and songs. He has been commissioned to compose for orchestra and various mixed 

ensembles plus several musicals. Lachlan loves creating and performing music. Lachlan is also a Mini Quest Catamaran Champion and can juggle 

four balls at once. 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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Lachlan Davidson

Five and Three

NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS

The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and

inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY

© Copyright Brolga Music 2023

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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