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ADDISON AVENUE 
 

Martin West 

 

Duration: 4’ 05”               Level:  2.5 
 

Program Notes:  

Addison Avenue was inspired by the style of the classic big band led by the great Count Basie. It’s a toe-tapping swing chart featuring dynamic 

statements from all sections of the band and jumping shout choruses for the whole ensemble. The solo section presents written or improvised 

choruses for tenor, trumpet and alto and in the Count Basie tradition, shines the spotlight on the piano for the introduction and the famous Basie 

ending. 

 

Performance Notes:  

Work on consistency in articulation and note length throughout the chart to produce a cohesive style in your ensemble. Players should be aware 

of overall phrase length and make sure attacks and endings are tight and allow clean and flowing interplay between sections of the band. Lead 

players at this level can cue the start and end of phrases. Horns should remember to ease-off the volume after accents on longer notes but still 

sustain for full length and shape the dynamic. Take a laid-back approach to the placement of up beats particularly for any sequence of quaver 

“shots” such as trombones at [17], trumpets at [49] and together at [65]. 

  

Suggested written solos have been provided, though players could be encouraged to depart from these to play their own solos when they’re 

comfortable. The solo fills for the piano in the style of Count Basie should be performed “as is” throughout. Take care with backing phrases to not 

to overwhelm the soloist. 

 

For the rhythm section, piano and bass parts are written out with chords provided in sections where performers may embellish if desired. Guitarists 

should emulate the comping of Freddie Green from the Basie band and follow his style of 3 or 4 note chords played 4 to the bar complement the 

walking bass. The drum set part has suggested patterns as a guide to the style. Shorter drum fills have been written out but the 2 longer ad lib fills, 

at the end of the solos and after the final shout section, should stay in style and avoid overplaying.  

 

About the Composer: 

Martin studied Music and Education at Monash and Melbourne Universities and performs regularly in stage bands, cover bands, chamber groups 

and theatre orchestras and has composed and arranged music for all these diverse ensembles. Many of Martin’s compositions have appeared on 

Festival lists around the country. Martin has worked for the Victorian Education Department for many years teaching instrumental, classroom and 

ensemble music and as Instrumental Music Coordinator for the Southern Metropolitan and South Eastern Victorian Regions. He has also taught 

for both the Faculty of Music and the Institute of Education at the University of Melbourne and until recently was Manager of Instrumental Music 

at McKinnon Secondary College. 
 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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Martin West

Addison Avenue

NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS

The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and

inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY

© Copyright Brolga Music 2022

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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