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MY TEMPTATION 
 

Daryl McKenzie 

Duration:   5’10”             Level:  2 
 

Program Notes: 
My Temptation is a slow swing ballad based on the Neal Hefti style of Lil' Darlin’ originally written for the Count Basie Orchestra's 1958 album ‘The Atomic 

Mr.Basie’. After a brief piano introduction, the chart features laid back full horn section writing, a section for improvisation (Piano and/or Trumpet), a recap 

of the theme moving to an extended ending. 

Performance Notes: 
Although this arrangement will work with the minimum instrumentation, to get the most of the thick voicings the optional parts should be covered as best as 

possible. 

Listen carefully to the style of Neal Hefti's Lil' Darlin’ (Count Basie 1958) and take care that the phrases don't rush - especially consecutive downbeat quartet 

notes - which should be played short but not too short!  

Observe dynamics and exaggerate the dynamic range by making the softs really soft. The loud dynamics often take care of themselves in young bands! 

Intonation will be vital in the close position voicings in the brass and saxophones.  

Ensure that the rhythm section play lightly behind the piano introduction and the solo section. Check out the swing ballad brush style in some recordings. The 

rhythm section have a few phrases together between the horn section phrases - these need to be played tightly.  

Make sure the backing figures in the solo section don't overpower the soloist - adjust the dynamic if necessary. As an option, the solo can be played both 

times by either Trumpet or Piano (it's notated to be Piano 1st time and Trumpet 2nd time).  

In the coda, make sure the dynamics reduce gradually and the last two bars are really soft allowing the piano fills to sit above the sound of the full band. 

Remember - don't race! Enjoy! 

About the Composer: 
Daryl McKenzie is Musical Director of the Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra (DMJO) and Senior Coordinator of Contemporary Performance at the Australian 

Institute of Music.  

Daryl works as a freelance composer, arranger, trombonist and conductor. He has worked on national television shows including Hey Hey It’s Saturday and 

Dancing with the Stars, and has orchestrated and conducted Australian and international movie scores including The Truman Show, Red Dog, and The 

Sapphires.  He has worked extensively as an educator directing ensembles at all school levels. 

Daryl’s undergraduate studies in music were at the Victorian College of the Arts and North Texas State University. He holds a Master of Education (Music) 

from RMIT University. 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS
The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and
inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY

© Copyright Brolga Music 2014
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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