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Program Notes: 

Gain Wisdom was written to celebrate the 50
th

 Anniversary of Glen Waverley Secondary 

College.  Composed in a fanfare style and celebratory nature, the school's motto serves as 

the genesis of all the music presented in the work.  

 

From the Composer:  As often happens, thoughts about the music started to roam around 

in my head and I started to sing the first two musical notes associated with the motto … 

G... A...; recognising that the next letter “I” could also be represented by another musical 

note I started to sing “…G…A…B...”  Fairly soon I was working out the rest of the 

musical pitches associated with the rest of the school's motto. 

 

In musical pitch the motto could be spelled out as: “G…A…B…G…B…B…E…D…A…F” 

This is first heard in the brass fanfare at the start of the music. Each of the subsequent 

themes is derived from this opening fanfare. The first theme uses the first three notes 

repeated; the second theme found its start in the “E…D…A…” at the end of the motto's 

musical spelling. After a brief development of these two themes, where musical 

fragments can be heard with slightly different treatments, the first theme returns. The 

second theme is presented as a countermelody to the first melody as the music builds to a 

climactic end where the opening fanfare is again heard and the “Gain Wisdom” motif is 

stated. 
 

Rehearsal Notes: 

Gain Wisdom was originally composed for wind ensemble with string orchestra.  The 

piece works as a stand-alone for wind ensemble.  String parts are included as optional to 

the main stream wind ensemble work. 

 

About the Composer: 

Brian Hogg was born in Yorkshire, in the north of England, in 1953; he has been a 

resident in Australia since migrating with his parents in 1964. His interest in band music 

has developed from his involvement in The Salvation Army in which he continues to play 

as a member of his local church. Brian currently works for The Salvation Army full-time 

in the Creative Arts Department developing publications for instrumental and vocal 

ensembles. 

 

Brian won the Composer of the Year Award in 1986 & 1989 presented by the Australian 

Band and Orchestra Directors Association. He has twice won an Award for significant 

contributions to the school band repertoire presented by Brolga Music Publishing and has 

a growing international reputation as a composer for both brass and symphonic bands.   
 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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